Scanning electron microscope studies on preparations of bovine cornea exposed to Moraxella bovis.
Preparations of bovine cornea were studied by scanning electron microscopy before and after in vitro exposure to Moraxella bovis. The bacteria were observed in association with the surface of the corneal epithelium; they showed a predilection for dark cells relatively devoid of surface structure. Pit-like depressions related to the presence of individual bacteria were produced in these cells. An evident association with corneal epithelium was shown by 2 strains known to be pathogenic experimentally in cattle but not by 2 non-pathogenic strains.